April - July 2014 Ministry Report
On the Way to Spiritual Maturity
At the beginning of May I was greatly blessed by an opportunity to participate in the conference
called "On the Way to Spiritual Maturity" organized by a Church of Christ in Moscow. Together
with brothers and sisters from all over Russia I spent time meditating on God's word, praying and
thinking about my role in the spiritual growth of Christ's Body. I gladly agreed to help with times of
worship during the conference, and led a mini-seminar on church singing.
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Christian Youth Camp in Baltic Region
In June my wife and I went to Estonia to be a part of their annual camp for kids and teenagers called
"BalChYoCa" (Baltic Christian Youth Camp). This was the camp's forth year to have daily singing
classes during which we learned new songs, refreshed the old ones, and tried to cultivate children's
love of singing to God. This year, besides leading the classes themselves, I also worked on getting
the songbook that everyone at camp used ready to print.

Photo: Participants of the camp“BalChYoCa-2013”.
This year camp had 180 participants which included brothers and sisters from Estonia, Canada,
USA, Russia, Israel and even India, and children from all over Estonia.

Tallinn
Once again the Lord blessed us with opportunities to help our brothers and sisters in Tallinn: we
were able to go there several times this year and help with the spring seminar that the church there
organized and with Sunday worship services.
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Participants of the Church's spring seminar.
In addition to helping the church of Christ in Tallinn, we also met with regents of two Evangelical
Christian Baptist churches in the city. For a russian-speaking church that meets at Kalamaja we
organized a mini-seminar talking about songs that have verses from the Bible as their text. We
introduced the following songs to them: The Lord is Risen from the Grave, Child Born Again,
Remembrance, and others.
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I was greatly surprised to learn that an ensemble that exits in this congregation sings some of the
songs that I wrote more than ten years ago. An interesting meeting also occurred with the regent of
the Oliviste congregation that gathers at the very center of Tallinn. I was delighted to give the regent
sheet music to the songs The Lord is Risen from the Grave and My God and King with words in
Estonian!
We are hoping that this becomes a great encouragement for many believers in Estonia.

Singing School
I regret to say that we had to cancel this year's Singing School which was planned to be held in
Kiev...
Assisting Music Ministry
Lina continues to work with the choir of a Baptist Church in Pavlovsk (suburb of St. Petersburg,
Russia) and with the student choir of St. Petersburg Christian University. Today's church is strongly
influenced by the mass culture; if in earlier years church music was formed by church musicians;
nowadays we see a reverse process: singing in the church is more and more influenced by the pop
culture. Singing in a choir, singing a-cappella, singing songs based on the text of the Bible creates in
peoples' mind an alternative to the influence of the secular music.

Internet and other resources
I continue to compose and translate songs, and put them in the electronic format. I keep developing
the singing school website www.singingschool.ru and Psalom's website www.psalom.org
We are grateful to the churches of Christ On Shabolovka (Moscow, Russia) and On the Neva (St.
Petersburg, Russia) for supporting our ministry financially.
Our hopes are to continue this ministry to the Glory of God singing praise to Him and spreading the
Good News of His salvation through songs, psalms and hymns.
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